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The quest to uncover the ancestral roots of the Indonesian archipelago is a multi-faceted discipline that intersects 

archaeology, linguistics, genetics, and theological genealogy. Central to many of these discussions is the figure of 

Abraham (Ibrahim), recognized as the patriarch of the three major monotheistic religions. While mainstream 

science primarily utilizes the Out-of-Taiwan or Yunan Theory to explain Austronesian migrations, a significant

body of literature and local tradition explores the potential genealogical connections between the descendants of

Abraham and the early inhabitants of the Malay World (Nusantara). This analysis provides a technical and historical

breakdown of these theories, the mechanisms of migration, and the comparative frameworks used to evaluate

them.

1. The Abrahamic Framework: Genealogical Structures and Semitic Origins

To understand the potential connection between Abraham and the Indonesian people, one must first analyze the 

technical structure of the Semitic genealogy as presented in the Tanakh and the Islamic traditions. Abraham is 

identified as a descendant of Eber, who was the great-grandson of Sem, the son of Noah. This lineage is often

categorized as the 'Semitic' branch of humanity.

The Tripartite Lineage of Abraham

Abraham’s progeny is typically divided into three primary branches based on his wives/concubines, each

representing a distinct geopolitical and ethnic trajectory:

•  Lineage of Sarah (Isaac): Traditionally associated with the Twelve Tribes of Israel and the subsequent Jewish 

population. This lineage remained largely centered in the Levant and Mediterranean regions.

•  Lineage of Hagar (Ishmael): Recognized as the ancestors of the Arab nations (Ishmaelites), establishing a 

presence across the Arabian Peninsula.

•  Lineage of Keturah: According to the Book of Genesis (25:1-6), Abraham took a third wife named Keturah 

after Sarah's death. She bore him six sons: Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah. The text states 

that Abraham sent these sons 'eastward, to the land of the east.'

The Keturah Hypothesisis the technical cornerstone for those seeking a link between the Abrahamic line and

Southeast Asia. The 'Land of the East' mentioned in ancient texts is theorized by some ethnologists and alternative

historians to refer to the regions beyond the Indus River, potentially extending to the Malay Archipelago.

2. Theoretical Frameworks of Indonesian Ancestry

The origin of the Indonesian people is not explained by a single event but rather by waves of migration.

Understanding where the Abrahamic theory fits requires a comparison with established scientific models.

The Yunan Theory (Drs. Moh. Ali & Robert von Heine-Geldern)

Proposed by Robert Barron von Heine-Geldern, this theory suggests that the ancestors of Indonesians 

originated from the Yunanregion in Southern China. According to this model, the migration occurred in two major



waves:

1.  Proto-Malay (3000 BC - 1500 BC): These populations migrated via the 'Hulu River' routes, bringing Neolithic 

culture and advanced stone tools. They are the ancestors of tribes like the Dayak, Toraja, and Batak.

2.  Deutero-Malay (1500 BC - 500 BC): A second wave characterized by the introduction of bronze and iron 

metallurgy (Dong Son culture). These populations settled in coastal areas and are the ancestors of the modern 

Javanese, Bugis, and Minangkabau.

The Out-of-Taiwan Model

Currently the most scientifically accepted model, this theory utilizes linguistic phylogeny and Mitochondrial DNA 

(mtDNA) analysis. It posits that Austronesian speakers moved from Southern China to Taiwan around 4000 BC 

and then dispersed throughout the Philippines and Indonesia. This model relies on glottochronology, which

measures the rate of language change over time, showing a clear technical path for the spread of Austronesian

languages.

3. Comparison Matrix: Migration Models vs. Genealogical Hypotheses

The following table provides a side-by-side technical evaluation of the primary theories regarding the origins of the

Indonesian population and the potential intersection with Abrahamic narratives.



Feature Yunan Theory Out-of-Taiwan Model Abrahamic (Keturah) 
Theory

Primary Evidence Archaeological artifacts 
(Neolithic axes).

Linguistic commonalities & 
Genetic markers 
(Haplogroups).

Genealogical records 
(Genesis) & Oral traditions.

Migration Path Southern China !’ Southeast 
Asia.

Taiwan !’ Philippines !’ 
Indonesia !’ Oceania.

Middle East !’ Land of the 
East (India/Malay).

Timeframe 3000 BC – 500 BC. 4000 BC – 1000 BC. Circa 2000 BC (Post-
Abraham).

Key Proponents Moh. Ali, Heine-Geldern. Peter Bellwood, Robert 
Blust.

Alternative Historians, 
Theological Researchers.

Scientific Status Widely accepted in earlier 
Indonesian education.

Current Scientific 
Consensus.

Theoretical/Theological 
Hypothesis.

4. Technical Analysis: The 'Bani Jawi' and the Keturah Link

In the context of Indonesian identity, the term Bani Jawi (Children of Jawi) is often used in Middle Eastern classical 

texts to refer to the Malay-Indonesian peoples. Some researchers have attempted to link the name 'Keturah' to the 

Sanskrit word 'Kthura' or various localized names. The technical argument focuses on the migration of Keturah's 

descendants through the Silk Road or the Maritime Spice Routes.

Linguistic and Ethnonymic Analysis

A core methodology in this research involves the analysis of ethnonyms (names of ethnic groups). Proponents of 

the Abrahamic link point to the similarity between the Hebrew 'Ibrani' (Hebrew) and specific local terminologies. 

However, from a rigorous linguistic perspective, these similarities often fall under the category of false cognates 

unless a systematic phonological shift can be proven using Grimm’s Law or similar linguistic frameworks.

The Genetic Perspective

Modern Population Genetics provides a more objective lens. The dominant haplogroups in Indonesia are O-M175 

(associated with East Asian/Austronesian populations). In contrast, Middle Eastern populations are dominated by 

Haplogroup J. If a significant Abrahamic migration occurred, we would expect to see specific 'genetic signatures'

or 'founder effects' within the Indonesian genome. While some individuals in coastal trading ports show Middle

Eastern DNA, this is generally attributed to the later spread of Islam (7th–15th century AD) rather than an ancient

migration from 2000 BC.

5. Procedural Methodology for Researching Ancestral Origins

For researchers and technical writers investigating these links, a structured methodological approach is required to

differentiate between myth, tradition, and empirical data. The following steps outline the technical workflow for

ancestral analysis:

•  Step 1: Literature Review: Analyze primary sources (Tanakh, Quran, classical Malay texts like Sejarah 

Melayu) and secondary academic sources (archaeological reports).

•  Step 2: Comparative Philology: Use lexicostatistics to compare core vocabularies of Semitic and Austronesian 

languages to identify potential loanwords or shared roots.



•  Step 3: Archaeological Stratigraphy: Examine the strata of early Indonesian settlements to identify 'foreign' 

artifacts that might indicate an infusion of Middle Eastern technology or culture during the Bronze Age.

•  Step 4: Genographic Mapping: Utilize Y-chromosome and Mitochondrial DNA testing to track paternal and 

maternal lineages, looking for markers associated with the Levant or Arabian Peninsula.

•  Step 5: Synthesis: Cross-reference the findings to determine if the 'Abrahamic link' is a biological reality or a 

cultural/theological construct used to align local identity with global religious narratives.

6. Case Study: The Twelve Tribes and the 'Lost Tribes' Narrative

The narrative of the Twelve Tribes of Israel , specifically the 'Ten Lost Tribes' that were dispersed after the Neo-

Assyrian conquest (722 BC), often overlaps with the Abrahamic theories in Indonesia. Some proponents suggest

that members of these tribes reached the archipelago. 

Operational Challenges in Verification

Verifying 'Lost Tribe' claims in the Indonesian context involves overcoming several technical hurdles:

•  Temporal Gap: A gap of nearly 1,500 years between the supposed dispersal and the first recorded Middle 

Eastern influence in the region.

•  Cultural Assimilation: The tendency of migrant groups to adopt local customs (syncretism), making the 

isolation of 'original' Abrahamic practices difficult.

•  Data Corruption: The potential for oral traditions to be retroactively modified to fit new religious identities (e.g., 

Islamic or Christian conversion).

For instance, the Malagasy peopleof Madagascar, who have Indonesian roots, have similar cultural narratives.

Analysis shows that while their language is Austronesian, their cultural practices were influenced by diverse

groups, demonstrating how identity can be constructed through layers of migration rather than a single point of

origin.

7. Synthesis of Findings and Modern Implications

The exploration of Abraham's connection to the Indonesian people serves as a vital bridge between religious 

conviction and historical inquiry. While the Yunan and Out-of-Taiwantheories provide the most robust empirical

evidence for the physical migration of the majority of the population, the Abrahamic narrative provides a cultural

and spiritual framework that has shaped Indonesian identity for centuries.

From a Senior Technical Writer's perspective, it is crucial to distinguish between 'Biological Ancestry' and

'Cultural Ancestry.' The biological data largely points to East Asian and Oceanic origins. However, the cultural and

theological landscape of Indonesia is undeniably Abrahamic. The adoption of Abrahamic religions (Islam and

Christianity) has led to a profound 'genealogical adoption,' where the history of Abraham is integrated into the

national consciousness.

The integration of these theories suggests that the Indonesian identity is not a monolith but a complex 

hybridization. Whether through the hypothetical migration of the sons of Keturah or the later, well-documented 

arrival of traders and scholars, the Abrahamic legacy remains a core component of the archipelago's historical 

fabric. Future research in Ancient DNA (aDNA)may yet uncover subtle migrations that have hitherto gone

unnoticed, potentially providing a physical link to complement the rich oral and theological traditions that connect

the islands of Indonesia to the lineage of Abraham.
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